Sick Child

SHRI PAWAN AGARWAL, AN IAS
BUREAUCRAT, occupying a very vulnerable seat in
Union Ministry of HRD for along time, has ventured
to write a very comprehensive and well-studied
research-oriented book on Indian Higher Education,
which has been acknowledged not only in India but
internationally. He remained in West Bengal
Government for a longer period than his temporary
tenure in the Union Government. Now he is again back
to his State where his cadre and cadence belonged to.
Pawan Agarwal, with this book, seems to be so much
education--sensitive that breaking the file-burdened
bureaucratic shell of official ocean, he exhibited his
courage of conviction for expressing his undaunted
views on Higher Education in India without becoming
excited, passionate or emotional. It is this approach of
an honest visionary who has endeavored to envision

the future of Indian Higher Education.

As the book is very competently and credibly
documented with reliable and valid data-base and
statistical tables, it gives no room to educational critics
to unrely upon and to pass any value-judgment about
the credibility of his book.

One can talk of world -- education scenario
comparing Indian Higher Education with its low-key
performance, not only in humanities but also in
technology-oriented global contexts, but the fact of the
matter is that no adequate attempt has ever been made
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by any reliable public or private agencies, universities
or institutes of excellence so far to evaluate the status
of Indian Higher Education right from day one of our
independence. Though Radhakrishnan Commission
(University Commission) was set up some months
before India’s independence and its Report was
submitted in 1948, yet nothing so significant has been
done so far in order to make Higher Education palatable
for our rural and poor populace. A mushroomed
network of more than 1,85,00 collegees and about four
hundred universities of different kinds, has grown in
the realm of Higher Education, but except for a
countable few of national--level Institutes, no quality
inputs were provided to the Higher Education which
ultimately resulted in poor out-puts making colleges
and universities as degree — seller systems. Pawan
Agarwal is the first bureaucrat, perhaps in India, who
envisaged to explore the system and explode it by his
well-amassed experiences both in West Bengal and
the Union Government.

Prior to discussing chapter-wise presentation, it
will be more beneficial for the readers to apprise with
various opinions on this so significant and painstaking
work of Agarwal. Philip G.Altbach, Manan University

Professor of Bostan College, writes-

“Pawan Agarwal has done a significant service
to the international higher education community by
writing an informative, up-to-date, and analytical book
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